What Type of Makeup Do You Wear?
The Arab Shrine Circus was held the last weekend in February. The circus performances were Friday night, Saturday morning, Saturday afternoon, Saturday evening, Sunday afternoon and Sunday evening. Saturday and Sunday are long 12-14 hour days in makeup for the clowns. The clowns have to greet the crowds one hour before each performance.

Prior to the evening performances, some of the new clowns were touching up their makeup or re-applying their makeup. I was asked why my makeup did not flake and what brand did I use. I am a firm believer that each available brand is good for someone. My body chemistry and your body chemistry are different. A makeup brand that works well for me may not be the brand that works well you. Over the 26 years of applying clown makeup, I have used almost every brand on the market (both grease and water based). I have used one brand for the last 12 years. It works well for me. It applies well on my skin and sets easily. It does not bother me while I am clowning. If I am careful, I can eat and drink (a straw works well) while in makeup. This brand also removes easily from my face.
I now use at least half of the makeup that I used 26 years ago. Proper makeup application is the key.  If you put the makeup on too thick, it requires a lot more powder to set and results in flaking. If you put your makeup on too thin, it makes the colors appear weak.
I start with a clean dry face. I know a few clowns that use a foundation crème on their face prior to putting on makeup but I do not use it. I was taught 26 years ago to use my fingers in applying makeup. I put the makeup first in my palm and rub it. This allows it to warm to body temperature. My palm also can be used as a pallet to mix colors if I need to. When applying makeup to my face, I start with the light colors and move to the dark colors. This allows covering up the light colors if you get out of your imaginary lines. I use two fingers to apply the makeup to large areas. I use a circular motion to rub it into my face. I use one finger to apply makeup in small areas or next to another color. A few weeks ago, Randy “Wuzzles” Weldon demonstrated to me how also to use wedge makeup sponges to apply to large areas. I know some clowns that also use brushes to apply makeup to small areas.
After I have each color where I want it, I go back and start patting the color with one or two fingers to make sure that the coverage is even (smooth). After all the colors are applied, I start blending (feathering) the different colors where they meet. I do this with my fingers. Wuzzles also showed me how to smooth each color and to feather using the wedge makeup sponge. Feathering makes the crisp line between colors disappear. The result is that one color seems to gradually flow into the next color. Practice feathering on the back of your hand.
Some clowns powder after each color before they apply the next color. I call this the dry method. I was taught to apply powder once after all colors have been applied. I call this the wet method.  Some clowns use a commercial makeup setting powder and many use talc (baby powder with no corn starch). I use baby powder to set my makeup. I personally do not like to use a generic brand. The “brand name” of baby powder works best for me. I use a large powder puff to apply the powder. I know several clowns that use a sock filled with powder. I put the powder into another plastic container that is large enough for a puff or a sock and it has a lid. After I have thoroughly powdered, I wait a couple of minutes and then brush off the excess with a powder brush. I then look to see if there are any areas that look like they still need powder. If not, there is still powder on the makeup. I then start the process of making the makeup colors appear bright. I’ve seen two methods of removing the powder that remains. One method is taking a cold damp sponge and gently touching the makeup to lift the powder. Another method is misting your face with cold water and then using a soft towel gentling touching the face to lift the powder. Neither method rubs the set makeup. The result is that the colors are sharp and vibrant. After this process is when I apply some of the live eye and mascara to finish the look.
Over the years, I’ve heard some new clowns threaten to quit because their makeup was not setting properly or that it was bothering their face. My advice is that they need to try another brand. They need to ask their clown friends what makeup brand they use. I’m reluctant to mention the brand that I use in print. However, if you see me in person and ask, I’ll tell you. Most of all in makeup application, practice, practice, practice.

Hint: Do not share your makeup. Each person has different germs. Makeup is a breeding ground for germs. Even if you are the only one using a makeup container, germs will grow. After a year at the most, throw the makeup away and buy fresh. Are you buying it in containers that are to large? When I buy mascara, I cut off the bottom of the brush. I buy disposable brushes from a women’s makeup store. I only put a disposable brush in the mascara container one time and I throw it away. Do you want to take the chance of putting germs next to your eyes?
